Shamrock Fall Sports wrap up

The fall season has ended for most teams and winter season is just around the corner.  Berrien Springs Athletic Department hosted BCS Conference tennis, BCS Conference Volleyball, MHSAA Soccer Districts and MHSAA Tennis Regionals.  We are proud and honored to host these events and look forward to hosting future events.  Our ability to host such events is a testament to the commitment from our School Board and community members to provide facilities and resources for quality events.   

The boy’s tennis team competed in a combined BCS-SAC conference scheduling and battled with some of the best teams in the state.  This enhanced competition forced our players to improve over the season and it showed as our boys won the BCS conference title as well as the MHSAA Regional title.  Our Shamrocks went to State with all the doubles teams winning their first round and No 1 doubles made it to the Elite Eight.  Players earning BCS All Conference include – No 3 singles Payton Anderson, No 1 Doubles Austin Johnson and Matthew Engler, No 2 Doubles Kyle Johnson and Greg Shembarger, No 3 Doubles Jae Won Seo and Donovan Roach, and No 4 Doubles Adam Johnson and Zach Nannfeldt.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Soccer team had a new coach, Octavio Latino and they finished their season with a strong record.  Coach Latino brought a fresh set of coaching strategies and the team responded well.  The soccer team finished second in the BCS conference and players earning All Conference include Enrique Latino, Shane Gaban, and Michael Silva.  Honorable Mention goes to Jackson Glanzer.

Cross Country team has their sights set high.  As the season comes to an end the boys cross team is running strong as they came away with a school first, MHSAA Regional Championship.   Ashton Sheline was the overall Regional champ.  This girls team was not far behind with Erin Moore winning the overall MHSAA Regional race.   Last year the boys cross team lost the Berrien County meet to perennial favorite St. Joseph by 1 point.  This year they made sure that was not going happen and even though they were easily out numbered, our runners finished higher than most other schools and beat perennial favorite by over 35 points!  In addition to this accomplishment, our boys cross team won the BCS conference title for the 2nd straight year.  BCS All Conference runners include Ashton Sheline, Carter Sheline, Evan Griffiths, and Erin Moore.  BCS Honorable Mention include Jose Brenes, Ivan Alvarado, James Burke, Nate Bittner, and Nick Swank.  

The Volleyball team battled all fall in tight matches.  Their record may not reflect the hard work they spent in the summer and during the season but their effort witnessed in person showed how tough they were.  A highlight for the season was beating Buchanan in the BCS tournament.  This may not sound like much, but that was the first time our girls beat Buchanan in 5 years!  As the season progressed the girls gained momentum.  BCS All Conference goes to Karissa Porter and BCS Honorable Mention goes to Alexa Kesterke.

Football team played a tough schedule, playing  3 teams that are ranked in the State and finished out the regular season ranked 9th in the State.  This was the third year in a row football won BCS conference title and the fifth year in a row making MHSAA Playoffs.  A highlight of the season was beating previously unbeaten and 5th ranked Olivet on Homecoming night!   BCS All Conference offensive players include – Danny Vinson, Garrett Jones, and Payton Dustin.  BCS All Conference defensive players include – Timmy Eising, Kevin Blaylock, Anthony Latin, and Marshall McFarland.  Players earning honorable mention include Keith Beregsasy, Lane Martinek, and Chip Wells.

Every year the BCS Conference holds a Captains Clinic with well known presenter, Craig Hilier.  Players are nominated by their coaches and schools are limited to bring 10-12 student-athletes for this special training.  Craig shares insights on what makes a great captain, and how a captain should lead the team.  Craig will focus on leadership expectations and areas most coaches don’t have time to develop.  As a result of this BCS Conference event, it also fosters and promotes sportsmanship among the 15 schools in the conference.
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